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Dear Convener 
 
At the Economy, Jobs and Fair Work Committee meeting on the 25th October Audit Scotland’s gave 
evidence on the Supporting Scotland’s Economic Growth audit report.  We committed to providing further 
information to members on two points raised at the meeting. 
 
1. The data underlying exhibit 1 of our report 

 
The data on the economy shown in the report was all taken from public information 
sources.  Exhibit 1 includes this information, and we have listed below the information source for 
each one: 

 

Information Source 

GDP 2015 - 
£142bn 

Quarterly National Accounts Scotland, Scottish Government, May 2016 - 

http://www.gov.scot/topics/statistics/browse/economy/QNA2015Q4 (Table 
A, supplementary tables). 

The GDP for all four quarters in 2015 added together = £142 billion  

Population –  
5.4 million 

Mid-2015 population estimates Scotland, National Records of Scotland, 
April 2016 –  

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-
theme/population/population-estimates/mid-year-population-
estimates/mid-2015-and-corrected-mid-2012-to-mid-2014/list-of-tables 
(Table 1) 

GDP per person 
- £26,479 

GDP of £142,269,000,000 divided by population of 5,373,000 = £26,479 

Sector 
breakdown 

Quarterly National Accounts Scotland, Scottish Government, May 2016 - 

http://www.gov.scot/topics/statistics/browse/economy/QNA2015Q4 (Table 
D, supplementary tables). 

% figure for Services, Manufacturing and Construction is calculated by 
dividing the GVA industry output of each in 2015 as a proportion of the 
total gross GVA added. 

  

http://www.gov.scot/topics/statistics/browse/economy/QNA2015Q4
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/population/population-estimates/mid-year-population-estimates/mid-2015-and-corrected-mid-2012-to-mid-2014/list-of-tables
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/population/population-estimates/mid-year-population-estimates/mid-2015-and-corrected-mid-2012-to-mid-2014/list-of-tables
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/population/population-estimates/mid-year-population-estimates/mid-2015-and-corrected-mid-2012-to-mid-2014/list-of-tables
http://www.gov.scot/topics/statistics/browse/economy/QNA2015Q4
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Information cont’d Source cont’d 

Construction 
growth of 33% 
in last two years 

Quarterly National Accounts Scotland, Scottish Government, May 2016 - 

http://www.gov.scot/topics/statistics/browse/economy/QNA2015Q4 (Table 
D, supplementary tables). 

Growth % figure devised by comparing the change between Q4 2013 and 
Q4 2015 for the Construction output. 

Number of 
businesses in 
Scotland and % 
of SME’s – 
168,825 and 
99.6% 

UK Business: activity, size and location 2015, Office for National Statistics, 
October 2015 (This has since been updated, but data was used was 
Business Counts – Enterprises). 

The proportion that were SME’s was taken to be those with staff numbers 
of 249 or less. 

Employment 
rate – Scotland 
and UK – 
73.2% and 
74.2% 

Regional Labour Market: December 2015 to February 2016, Office for 
National Statistics, May 2016 (This has since been updated) 

Scotland figure employment rate is those aged 16-64 in employment from 
the “HI11 Regional labour market: Headline indicators for Scotland” 
dataset. 

UK figure employment rate is those aged 16-64 in employment from the 
“S01: Regional labour market summary” dataset. 

Productivity rate 
– £30.23 and 
£30.97 

Labour Productivity Statistics, Scottish Government, January 2016 - 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/PROD2014 (Table 
A) 

£30.23 is given as Scottish productivity rate, which is 97.6% of the UK 
rate. Using this information UK rate of £30.97 was calculated manually. 

International 
exports value - 
£24.3bn 

Quarterly National Accounts Scotland, Scottish Government, May 2016 - 

http://www.gov.scot/topics/statistics/browse/economy/QNA2015Q4 (Table 
G, supplementary tables). 

Exports to the Rest of the World in all quarters during 2015 totals £24.3 
billion 

Main export 
locations – USA 
and EU 

Export Statistics Scotland 2014, Scottish Government, January 2016 - 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublic
ation/ESSExcel (Table 3)  

Food and drink 
the largest 
exporting sector 

Export Statistics Scotland 2014, Scottish Government, January 2016 - 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublic
ation/ESSExcel (Table 2) 

 
2. The data policy or statutory source behind the statement in paragraph 85 “Scottish 

Enterprise and HIE operate in a high-risk environment. They should only invest when 
the private sector, including banks or other investors, is unwilling or unable to.” 

As part of the evidence session, Andy Wightman queried the statement in paragraph 85 of 
the audit report that “Scottish Enterprise and HIE operate in a high-risk environment. They 
should only invest when the private sector, including banks or other investors, is unwilling or 
unable to.” 

He asked Audit Scotland to clarify the policy guidance or statutory basis or other reason 
underpinned that section of the audit report, given the post-war experience of public sector 
investment in, and in some cases nationalisation of industries such as oil and gas where 
there was no evidence of market failure. 

  

http://www.gov.scot/topics/statistics/browse/economy/QNA2015Q4
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/PROD2014
http://www.gov.scot/topics/statistics/browse/economy/QNA2015Q4
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublication/ESSExcel
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublication/ESSExcel
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublication/ESSExcel
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Economy/Exports/ESSPublication/ESSExcel
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In his response at the committee meeting Fraser McKinlay indicated that the drafting of that 
particular paragraph of the report may suggest a more categorical position than was 
intended, given the broader role that Scotland’s Enterprise Agencies play in supporting 
businesses and communities across Scotland.  He offered to write back to the committee on 
this point. We are now writing to confirm that the intended purpose of this paragraph was to 
highlight the important role that Scotland’s Enterprise Agencies can play in using public 
monies to support businesses and communities across Scotland where the private sector is 
unwilling to do so. We did not intend to imply that this is their only role or that government 
policy or legislation precludes them from other forms of economic development support.  We 
hope this is a useful clarification.  

 
I hope this information is useful to the committee, and thank you for inviting us to give evidence on our 
report. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Antony Clark 
Assistant Director, Performance Audit and Best Value 

 

 


